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Denis Keyer

TRIMALCHIO’S SUPERSTITIONS:
TRADITIONAL CUSTOMS OR THEIR
DISTORTION? I*

The author objects to H. Petersmann’s view that Trimalchio’s superstitious prac-
tice distorts common Roman customs and betrays his ignorance. The first half of
the paper discusses two passages (Petr. 32. 3—4; 30. 5-6). (1) Petersmann erro-
neously states that Romans did not wear rings on their ring fingers and, relying on
Plin. NH 28. 24, claims that Romans took off their rings during a meal. Yet, there
is direct evidence for the opposite (Ov. Am. 1. 4. 26; Macr. Sat. 7. 13. 6), and for
several reasons Pliny’s words nam si mensa adsit are likely to have been corrupt or
misinterpreted. (2) Relying on Vitruv. 3. 4. 4 (on entering temples), Petersmann
presumes that entering with the right foot forward was confined to sacred places, so
that the prescript to enter Trimalchio’s triclinium “dextro pede” renders divine
honors to his house. Yet, passages like Ov. Ibis 101 with schol.; Apul. Met. 6. 26;
Amm. Marc. 26. 6. 18 make it likely that not only temples, but also private houses
were to be entered with the right foot forward.

ABTOp BO3pakaeT npoTuB MHeHH X. [lerepcmaHa o TOM, 9TO CyeBepHBIE OOBI-
yau TpUMaabXHMOHA MCKAXAOT OOIIECHPHUHATYIO HMPAKTUKY PUMIISIH U BBIJAIOT
€ro HEeBEKECTBO. B 1epBOl MOJIOBUHE CTaThbH PacCMaTPHUBAIOTCS JBa JIH307a
(Petr. 32. 3-4; 30. 5-6). (1) Ilerepcman OmMMOOYHO CUMTAET, YTO PUMIISIHE HE
HOCHWJIH KOJIBIIO Ha O€3BIMSIHHOM MAajblle, U, onupasich Ha Plin. NH XXVIII, 24,
YTBEP)KIAET, 4TO PUMJISIHE CHHMAalIHM KOJbIIa BO BpeMs Tpame3bl. Mexay Tem
HUMEIOTCSI TPSIMBIC CBUICTEIBCTBA, KOTOPBIE TOBOPAT 00 o0paraoM (Ov. Am. 1. 4. 26;
Magcr. Sat. 7. 13. 6), 1 ecTb OCHOBaHUsI CUUTATh ciioBa [Imunaus nam si mensa adsit
HCKaXCHHBIMH W HEBEPHO HCTONKOBaHHBIMH. (2) Ommpasices Ha Vitruv. 111, 4, 4
(o Bxoze B xpam), [lerepcman npeanonaraet, 9To 00bIYail BXOIUTH B IOMEIIICHHE
C TIpaBOW HOTM OTHOCHJICS TOJILKO K CBSIILIEHHBIM MECTaM, TaK 4TO MpeIIicaHne
BXOIUTH B TpUKINHUI Tpumanxuona “dextro pede” mpuaasaino ero gomy 0oxe-
CTBEHHBIN CTaTyC BOIPEeKH 00br4asiM. Tem He MeHee, Ha ocHoBaHuu Ov. Ibis 101
cum schol.; Apul. Met. 6. 26; Amm. Marc. 26. 6. 18 u Ap. MOXXHO [IPEAIOIOKHUTH,
YTO C IPABOW HOT'M BXOJWJIN HE TOJBKO B XpaMbl, HO M B APYT'HE MOMEIEHHS.

* T am grateful to Prof. J. von Ungern-Sternberg and Dr. Petra Schierl for the
possibility to read a guest paper based on this study at the Forschungskolloquium
Latinistik of the Univ. of Basel on 17 March 2023 and to the audience for a friendly
and fruitful discussion.
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