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Tommaso Braccini

SULLA ROTTA DI TAPROBANE:
NUOVE ALLUSIONI GEOGRAFICHE NELLE
STORIE VERE

Lucian of Samosata, within his works, demonstrates in more than one instance
some attention to the routes between the Roman empire and India, and the loca-
lities that had come to prominence in his day, starting with the port of Muziris, of
which he conveys one of the earliest records and the only one in a non-technical
text. In many other respects (ship-swallowing whales in primis), Lucian seems
indebted to the coeval literature on Taprobane. Particularly within the True
Histories, various hitherto neglected parodic references to the travel literature
circulating in his day seem to emerge, which can be recovered only in skeletal
form from mentions by Ptolemy, Pliny, and later accounts of Arab and Oriental
origin. Just to mention a few instances, the island of the Onoskeleai, whether
Kobalousa, Kabalousa, or Ekbalousa, seems to refer in its name to the Barousai/
Balus/Langabalus islands inhabited by cannibals; the forest of trees floating in the
sea seems to recall the “sea trees” mentioned by Pliny; the prodigious footprints
of Heracles and Dionysus may allude to traditions on the Sri Pada, the sacred
imprint of a deity on a mountain of Sri Lanka/Taprobane, already attested in
antiquity and perhaps also featured by Ptolemy. While not denying the importance
of parodic references to the “classics”, primarily the Odyssey, this line of inquiry
sheds light on another aspect of Lucian’s parodic mixis.

Jlykuan u3 Camocarsl HEOTHOKPATHO IEMOHCTPHPYET HHTEpeC K reorpadude-
CKUM 00BeKTaM Ha IyTH U3 Pumckoii nmnepun B IHaMI0, KOTOpBIE OBLIM Ha CITyXY
B €r0 BpeMs — B IIEpBYIO odepelpb K mopty Mysupuc (ero ynomuHanue y Jlykua-
Ha — OJIHO M3 CaMbIX PaHHUX M €IUHCTBCHHOE JIOLIE/IIee 3a MpeaeslaMH CIIeIH-
QJIBHBIX TPAKTaTOB). Bo MHOIMX Ipyrux OTHOLIEHHSX (IIPEXkKE BCETo IO MOBOAY
KHTOB, IIIOTAIOMNX Kopabnn) JIykuaH, mO-BHIMMOMY, OBl 00s13aH COBPEMEHHON
emy nureparype o Tampobane. B yactHocTH, B [Tpagoussix ucmopusix BbISIBISIOT-
csl He 3aMEYCHHBIC paHee NapoIUiHbIE OTCHUIKM K paccKa3aM O IyTEIISCTBUSX,
6BIBIHI/IX B X0y B €ro Bp€Msi, KOTOPLIC JIMIIb B CaMbIX OGHII/IX gepTax MOXHO pe-
KOHCTPYHPOBATh IO cBUAETENbCTBaM [lTosemes u [lnuHus 1 mo aHanoruu ¢ 6o-
Jiee MO3JHUMH apaOCKUMM M BOCTOYHBIMHM pacckazamu. Hanpumep, HasBaHue
0oCTpoBa ocloHOTHX keHImKH — Kobamyca, Kabamyca mimm Dxbaryca — conepxuT
aJuTio3uio Ha octpoBa Bapoboat / Balls / Langaballis, HaceneHHbIe KaHHUOAIAMY;
IUTaBYyYH JIeC BBI3BIBACT B MAMITH ‘MOPCKHE N1epeBbs’, ONMUCAHHBIEC y LM,
KoJIoccallbHbIe ciefpl [ epakia n J[nonuca — BO3MOXKHO, OTpakKEHHE CBSIILICHHOTO
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cnena 6oxecta Ha rope Ulpumnana B llpu Jlanke (Tampobane), 3acBUaETENb-
CTBOBaHHOIO YK€ B aHTUYHOCTH M, BOBMOXXHO, yroMmHHaBIuerocs y Iltonemes.
He mpiTasich oTpunatk BaKHOCTH OTCBUIOK K “KIIACCHYECKOW™ JHTEpaType, mpe-
kK7ie Becero k Oduccee, NccaeJOBaHHUE MTPOJIMBAET CBET Ha €IIe O/IHY COCTAaBIISIO-

LIy10 NapoauitHoit cmecu Jlykuana.
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